Complement activation and spleen function in erythema multiforme associated with herpes simplex virus reactivation.
Plasma C3d concentrations were measured in patients with erythema multiforme (EM) complicating herpes labialis. C3d levels were raised during cold sores but not during EM. Heat damaged red cell clearance was prolonged during EM. These observations support the concept that immune complexes disseminate herpes simplex virus (HSV) antigens to skin before the onset of EM.